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PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 419 

Societal Evolution. A Study of the Evolutionary Basis of the Science 

of Society. Albert Galloway Keller. New York: the Macmil- 

lan Company. 1915. Pp. xi + 338. 

A relationship, more or less close, between evolution and sociology has 
long been freely assumed, not only by popular writers on social topics, 
but also by authoritative writers in the field of sociology, and as in other 
eases where an assumption is substituted for careful analysis, vagueness 
and misconceptions, amounting in some cases to error, have resulted. The 
science of society has now for years been under the handicap of the kind 
of evolutionary sociology taught by Herbert Spencer. His application of 
the theory of evolution to the life of human societies has gone success- 
fully unchallenged far too long. There have been attempts by natural 
scientists — Darwin and others — to extend evolution into the social field, 
but they have been notably disappointing in their results. 

In this book Professor Keller gives us a searching analysis of the re- 
lationship between Darwinian evolution and the science of society. He 
takes the terms variation, heredity (transmission), selection, adaptation 
and shows, by clear exposition and apt illustration, what they mean when 
applied to human societies and how useful these terms may be in sociology 
and the other social sciences if their exact application be clearly under- 
stood. 

He makes use of and extends somewhat the conception of the folkways, 
as developed by his predecessor at Tale, Professor Sumner, and points out 
that societal (social) adaptation is cerebral and psychical, through brain 
activity rather than through organic and structural modifications, although 
the connection with organic evolution is unbroken. He insists that 
"societal evolution is the evolution of society and its institutions, not of 
a series of individuals." His clear insight and cogent reasoning are well 
illustrated in his treatment of the topics of rational selection and counter- 
selection. At no point does he dodge the issue and he reaches a con- 
clusion. Others than sociologists will find this book of interest. 

J. E. Cutler. 
Western Beserve University. 



JOURNALS AND NEW BOOKS 

REVUE DE METAPHTSIQUE ET DE MORALE. January, 1916. 
Le determinisme historique et I'idealisme social dans " L 'esprit des Lois " : 
G. Lanson. - Since Montesquieu, about 1748, adhered simultaneously to all 
the affirmations of his manuscript, there can be no absolute incompatibil- 
ities or insoluble contradictions in it. This article attempts the reconcilia- 
tion of the apparent divergencies of the topics indicated by its title. La 
science et les systemes philosophiques : E. Meyerson. - Positivism must 
be supplemented by metaphysics because of certain fundamental contradic- 
tions in the attempts of science to give an account of the world. Art et 
Metaphysique : E. Gilson. - " If we represent science as working on the 
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surface of the real, and metaphysics as an effort to install ourselves at the 
heart of reality and to obtain the direct and immediate feeling of it," we 
must place art outside of both as a force which works to introduce richer 
and higher forms of psychic life into the universe. Notes de critique scien- 
tifique. Le temps et la mechanique hereditaire: M. Winter. Questions 
pratiques. La force et le droit: D. Parodi. 

Baldwin, J. Mark. The Super-State and the " Eternal Values." The Her- 
bert Spencer Lecture delivered before the University of Oxford. Ox- 
ford: Oxford University Press. 1916. Pp. 38. Is. 6d. 

Cunningham, G. W. A Study in the Philosophy of Bergson. New York : 
Longmans, Green, and Company. 1916. Pp. xii + 212. $1.25. 

Gates, Arthur I. Correlations and Sex Differences in Memory and Sub- 
stitution. University of California Publications in Psychology. Vol. 
I., No. 6. Pp. 245-250. 1916. 

Heller, Walter S., and Brown, Warner. Memory and Association in the 
Case of Street-Car Advertising Cards. University of California Pub- 
lications in Psychology, Vol. 2, No. 4. Pp. 267-275. 1916. 



NOTES AND NEWS 



" The Walker trustees of the University of St. Andrews have hit on a 
vital idea in inviting essays on Prayer. The writers are to consider ' the 
meaning, the reality, and the power of prayer; the place and value to the 
individual, to the Church, and to the State; in the every-day affairs of 
life; in the healing of sickness and disease; in times of distress and of na- 
tional danger; and in relation to national ideals and to world progress.' 
This programme is wide, and some of the essayists may, perhaps, discover 
tributes from the unorthodox. George Meredith, who would have no word 
of dogma in religion, practised daily prayer to his life's end. There are 
prizes for St. Andrews students and alumni, £20 and £50, respectively, 
and one of £100 open to the world, and writers in any language ; and the 
contest will be one of sheer merit, as the contributors are to use mottoes. 
The trustees may, at their discretion, allot additional prizes. All essays 
must reach the Secretary, The University, St. Andrews, on or before June 
1, 1917."— The Athenwum. 

At Columbia University Summer Session Professor Harry Allen Over- 
street, of the College of the City of New York, and Professor M. T. Mc- 
Clure, of the Tulane University, are giving courses in philosophy. 

Messrs. Henry Holt and Company announce for publication next 
month "Creative Intelligence" by John Dewey, professor of philosophy 
in Columbia University. 



